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20 MPH LIMITS

I have recently been in a forum where the value and contribution 

to road safety brought about by 20mph limits was under discussion 

and clearly there are mixed views about their use and just how 

effective they really are. Over the years we have developed roads 

and areas with added traffic calming features which have brought 

speeds down particularly in residential streets which has not only 

brought benefits in terms of safety but also added environmental 

advantages – that is of course if the road hump is not outside your 

house! However there is now a growing tendency to blanket areas using signs only and it would 

seem that not only are these less effective but the government has thoughts about whether the 

proliferation of speed humps in general is adding to carbon emissions and therefore where they do 

exist consideration should be given to their removal. 

Whatever the advantages or disadvantages of a 20mph limit I am sure we will continue to have 

more debate and views expressed for a long time to come. 

NEW MOBILE PHONE PENALTIES INSUFFICIENT TO DETER MOTORISTS 

The “MyCarNeedsA.com” survey of more than 1,000 motorists, carried out in April 2017, found that 

just 37% of motorists said that the tougher penalties will stop them using their phones while 

driving. The survey suggests that despite the introduction of tougher mobile phone penalties, as 

many as two thirds of motorists still appear to be using their device at the wheel with 66% of 

respondents admitted to texting when stationary in traffic along with  37% confessed to checking 

social media and 18% to making calls. While the vehicle is on the move, 20% of respondents 

admitted to making calls, 6% to checking social media and 2% to texting. When asked if the 

Government was doing enough to curb mobile phone usage, 41% of respondents said that the new 

measures were not tough enough. 
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DRIVING IN CAR PARKS 

In the last few weeks I have been in Dublin wearing my hat as Chairman of the Institute of Master 

Tutors of Driving. The hotel looked out onto a shopping area and I spent time during the breaks 

observing the traffic movement in and out of the car park which passed by the hotel. On entry 

drivers were presented by a road hump 

and within 50 metres or so another as 

they entered the main surface car park. 

Once however in the car park the slower 

speed brought about by the humps was 

not maintained and acceleration to a very 

uncomfortable speed was observed with 

the added risk of pedestrians having 

parked their vehicles having to negotiate 

the vehicles entering or leaving the area. 

By far and away the higher speeds were a 

few middle aged men but they were somewhat eclipsed by the number of female drivers who drove 

a unacceptable speeds within the area. This is of course not unique to this particular location and I 

am horrified to see the speed people travel when in off road parking areas somewhat oblivious to 

pedestrians until that is - that they have parked and get out of their vehicle.  

Perhaps what we need in these areas is some really violent humps for whilst such areas might not 

be giving rise to high levels of casualties, there does seem little or no concern for people wandering 

around.  

 
OUR LAWLESS ROADS 

 
A new report from RoadPeace quantifies the changes in law enforcement on our roads by bringing 
together data in court prosecutions, fixed penalty notices and diversionary courses, such as the 
National Speed Awareness Course. With the disproportionate cuts in traffic police numbers have 
come a decrease in the prosecution of the more serious driving offences, and a rise in vulnerable 
road users killed and seriously injured. 
 
The analysis shows that from 2010 to 2015 there was: 
 
• A halt to the long term decline in the number of collisions 
where people were killed or seriously injured. With numbers of 
vulnerable road users killed or seriously injured increasing in 
England and Wales, outside London 
• A disproportionate decline in the number of traffic police, 
down 28% 
• A drop in fatal collisions by just 5% whilst prosecutions of 
causing death by driving offences fell by 23% and convictions by 
29% 
• A drop in “Fail to stop” prosecutions by 32% , despite an 
increase in hit and run casualty collisions. Hit and run collisions 
accounted for one in five casualty collisions in London in 2015 
• A drop in drink/drug driving prosecutions by 16% 
 
 

You can find the report at https://www.grahamfeest.com/document-library-latest-uploads/ 
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IMPROVING AIR QUALITY IN THE UK 

 

Despite being in the period of Purdah prior to the General Election the Government were “ordered” 

to publish their proposals for consultation about improving Air Quality which they did on 5th May 

2017  

The strategy sets out actions to meet air quality 

standards across Great Britain, includes proposals 

(among others) for local authorities to replace speed 

humps with other means to slow vehicles down. Under 

the plan drivers of some older cars could be paid to 

move to electric vehicles. Other proposals include 

retrofitting engines on buses, lorries and black cabs 

with pollution-reducing technology, and establishing 

‘clean air zones’ in dozens of cities and towns. 

Local authorities are already responsible for improving 

air quality in their area, but the Government says they 

will now be expected to ‘develop new and creative 

solutions to reduce emissions as quickly as possible, 

while avoiding undue impact on the motorist’. 

The consultation closes on 15th June and the final plan 

has to be in place by 31st July 2017 

The RAC, welcome the majority of the proposals but 

have concerns about local authorities having an option 

of introducing chargeable clean air zones. They also 

believe that efforts should be focused on tackling those oldest vehicles that do the highest number 

of miles in affected areas and that charges to owners of all but the newest diesel cars should be an 

absolute last resort. 

You can find the consultation at https://www.grahamfeest.com/document-library-latest-uploads/ 

 

PRINCE MICHAEL ROAD SAFETY AWARDS 

Nominations are being sought for this year’s Prince Michael International Road Safety Awards 

(PMIRSA), with 2017 marking 30 years since the scheme was 

launched. Established by HRH Prince Michael of Kent in 1987, each 

year the ‘most outstanding’ international road safety initiatives 

receive public recognition through the scheme.  

The awards are presented in five main categories based on the five 

pillars of the Global Plan for a Decade of Action: road safety 

management, safer roads, safer vehicles, safer road users and 

post-crash response. 

More information - including a set of nomination guidelines and details of previous winners - can be 

found on the Prince Michael Awards website. http://www.roadsafetyawards.com/nominations/  

Traffic Safety Roads  

Graham Feest Consultancy 
68 The Boulevard, Worthing BN13 1LA 
01903 506095 |graham@grahamfeest.com 

www.grahamfeest.com 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/document-library-latest-uploads/
http://www.roadsafetyawards.com/nominations/default.aspx
http://www.roadsafe.com/princemichaelinternationalroadsafetyawards2015


4 

 

 

 

NEW INTERNSHIP ON OFFER AT IAM ROADSMART 

IAM RoadSmart is offering the ‘ultimate internship’ for one individual in 2017-8 – but they will have 

to prove their worth for the high-profile role.  

The organisation is looking for a Younger 

Driver Ambassador from September 2017 to 

July 2018 in a competition called “Get In The 

Driving Seat.” The lucky winner will be 

touring the country spreading the safer 

driving and riding message to schools, 

colleges and apprentice centres, plus working 

closely with members of the charity’s 202 

local groups. Additionally, they will be 

challenging those in authority about their 

commitment to reducing the numbers of 

those killed and injured on the roads, and 

making proposals about the way forward. 

The role is fully salaried and comes with a 

company car and additional advanced driving 

support, and could be a springboard to 

demonstrating the 

successful candidate’s 

potential to future 

employers. 

IAM RoadSmart is inviting applicants to submit 

a 500 word document explaining why they 

feel they should be the charity’s next 

Younger Driver Ambassador by 9th June 2017. 

They have the option of also submitting a 

video of up to two minutes long to support 

their application. 

Once applications have been received, they 

will be subject to a final shortlist and invited 

to convince a judging panel of their capability 

for the role.  

For further details email events@iam.org.uk 

 

CYCLING AND THE JUSTICE SYSTEM 

An All Party Parliamentary Cycling Group (APPCG) has publish a new report stating that the justice 

system is currently failing to protect cyclists by allowing dangerous driving to go unchecked, and by 

letting down the victims of road crashes. 

The APPCG says hundreds of thousands of crimes - committed by a ‘small minority of road users’ - 

are going unrecorded by the police each year, resulting in a 

feeling of ‘lawlessness and aggression’ that is deterring many 

people from cycling. The report points to statistics which show 

that the number of driving bans handed out has fallen by 62% over 

the last 10 years, which exceeds the drop in serious motoring 

offences recorded over the same period. 

The report sets out 14 recommendations focusing on ‘preventing 

harm and danger in the first place’ and ‘ensuring justice where 

injury has resulted’. 

Focussing on enforcement, the report says roads policing should 

be given a higher priority and that the police must ensure that a 

higher standard of investigation is maintained in all cases where 

serious injury has resulted. 

You can find the report at  
https://allpartycycling.files.wordpress.com/2017/05/appcg-justice-report-2017.pdf/ 
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STOP THE CRASH PARTNERSHIP 

The Stop The Crash Partnership is led by Global NCAP, along with its partners Thatcham Research, 

Bosch UK, Continental Tyres UK and ZF TRW. It aims to raise awareness of the disparity between 

driver opinion and buying behaviour to reduce the number of people who die or are seriously 

injured on British roads. 

UK motorists are today being urged by the Stop the Crash Partnership to make car safety a ‘deal-

breaker’. This comes as a study revealed that although drivers say that safety is a high priority – 

second only to cost – when they actually purchase a car basic safety technologies like AEB 

(Autonomous Emergency Braking) lose out to upgraded infotainment systems.  

The 2,000 consumer study also found that 83 per cent of 

motorists think that the best safety options should be fitted 

as standard and that as many as 9 million drivers are not 

willing to pay extra for them. Combine this with the appeal 

of ostensibly more tangible add-ons and the fact that dealers 

seldom have cars with extra safety features on the forecourt 

and it’s apparent why the take up of safety options remains 

low, at just 3.5(1) per cent. 

The view of the Stop the Crash Partnership is that if 

motorists can apply pressure by demonstrating that safety is 

a ‘deal-breaker’ to encourage more manufacturers to fit 

safety technology as standard the number of crashes 

worldwide would reduce. For example, it has been found 

that AEB can lead to a 38 per cent reduction in real-world 

rear-end crashes and has the potential to save 1,100 lives 

and more than 120,000 casualties over the next 10 years. 

Stop the Crash is spearheading a three point plan to address 

the low-take up of additional safety technologies: 

AEB as standard: 83 per cent agreed that the best 

safety features should be fitted as standard. Stop the Crash 

supports this view and is calling on car manufacturers to fit 

AEB as standard on all new makes and models. At present 

only one of the ten best selling cars in the UK has standard 

fit AEB. 

Safety stocked: vehicle manufacturers should review 

how readily available cars with safety tech such as AEB and 

Lane Keep Assist systems are to dealers – for test-drives, 

demonstrations and sales.  

Dealer safety training: 76 per cent of consumers said they would expect a demonstration 

of the safety technologies on board when buying from a franchised dealership. Stop the Crash is 

therefore calling for vehicle manufacturers to invest more into training, so that dealers can explain 

safety technologies to consumers and successfully “sell safety.” 

Traffic Safety Roads  
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Four in five motorists say 

that safety technologies 

are important when buying 

a car. 

A fifth – 9m drivers – refuse 

to pay extra for safety 

features even if it reduces 

the chance of having an 

accident on the road 

The Stop the Crash 

Partnership proposes a 

three point plan to inspire 

urgent action from the 

industry 

Buyers must be persistent 

in discussing safety tech 

when purchasing a new car 
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SINGLE VEHICLE COLLISIONS IN THE EU 

A third of road deaths in the EU are caused by collisions that involve a single motorised vehicle 

where the driver, rider and/or passengers are killed but no other road users are involved. These 

single vehicle collisions (SVCs), and how to prevent them occurring, are the subject of this report. 

Nearly 7300 road users lost their lives in 2015 in SVCs in the EU. Around 94,800 people have died in 

such collisions in the last ten years. Across the EU, the 

total number of people killed in SVCs was cut by 43% 

over the period 2005-2014. Deaths caused by collisions 

of this type have fallen a bit faster than road deaths 

overall (-41%) but slower than road deaths caused by 

multi-motor vehicle collisions (-44%). 

Over 60% of deaths in SVCs occur on rural roads. 

However, safer infrastructure and appropriate speed 

limits have helped reduce deaths on rural roads. In the 

EU, 68% of all deaths in SVCs are car occupants. 

Powered two wheeler (PTW) users represent around a 

fifth of deaths in SVCs, while the distance travelled on 

these vehicles remains low compared to other modes 

of transport. Lorry occupants account for 7% of all 

deaths in SVCs with buses and coaches accounting for 

less than 1%. 

Young drivers and riders are at a greater risk of 

becoming involved in fatal single vehicle collisions 

than any other road user age group. This risk is twice as high for the 18-24 age group compared to 

the 25-49 age group. 

Data available from a few countries suggest that the range of casualty characteristics vary from 

country to country but the most common fatal SVC scenarios are the vehicle leaving a straight road 

or leaving the road when driving on a bend. An in-depth study conducted in the Netherlands in 2011 

found that distraction was the most frequent contributory factor related to human behaviour, 

involved in 31% of the SVCs studied. This was followed by speeding (27%), alcohol use (19%) and 

fatigue (17%). Young drivers appear to be involved in SVCs when distracted, choosing inadequate 

swerving manoeuvres to avoid another road user/object or when they incorrectly assess the traffic 

situation. 

You can find the report at https://www.grahamfeest.com/document-library-latest-uploads/ 

 
CYCLE HELMET COMPULSION 

 

Children under twelve are now required to wear a cycle helmet in France 

under legal changes that came into force on 22 March 2017. Spain began 

requiring helmets for under-16s in 2014, and a number of other EU member 

states have had bicycle helmet laws for youngsters for several years 

including Sweden, Slovenia and the Czech Republic. In Malta, all riders are 

required to wear a helmet. 
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An ‘intervention’ is 

doing something to a 

person, or to their 

life/surroundings, to try 

to change something 

about them.  

 

You ‘intervene’ to 

change some aspect of 

the person or their 

environment to try to 

produce a better 

outcome.  

 

In healthcare an 

intervention might be a 

drug, an operation, 

physiotherapy, or 

counselling, to give a 

few examples.  

 

Examples of road safety 

interventions include 

driving lessons, a 

presentation by a road 

safety officer, a booklet 

about child car seats, a 

roadside display that 

shows the speed at 

which you are 

travelling, a radio 

advert, or a social media 

post. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USING BEHAVIOUR CHANGE TECHNIQUES 

GUIDANCE FOR THE ROAD SAFETY COMMUNITY 

 

Striving to change behaviour and finding the intervention which works is key in the practice of 

reducing road casualties and ensuring the people of all modes use the network with responsibility 

and consideration for others. In a new report commissioned and published by the RAC Foundation, 

its author Dr Fiona Fylan explores some of the practices and methodologies which can provide the 

way in which interventions can be successfully developed and managed. 

 

There is currently a great deal of interest in 

behaviour change – many different approaches are 

being used to change the way that people behave, 

such as information leaflets, small-group workshops, 

social support programmes, incentive schemes and 

one-to-one support/advice sessions. Some of these 

threaten terrible consequences if you behave in a 

certain way, while others highlight the health 

benefits of changing your behaviour; some help you 

to develop new habits, and others teach you new 

skills. But which of the many approaches/ 

‘interventions’ works the best? You might think that finding this 

out is straightforward, but there are two main challenges making 

it harder than it seems. 

 

The first is that it’s often the case that interventions are not 

described in much detail: there is very little information on what 

was actually done. For example, it might simply be stated that “a 

nurse held a small-group session with patients to explore using 

diet to manage their diabetes”. This does not contain enough 

detail to let us understand what actually happened in these 

sessions, to tell us how the nurse might have helped people to 

change what they eat. 

 

The second problem is that different interventions use different 

terms to describe the same methods of changing behaviour: there 

has been no ‘shared language’ for defining how an intervention 

works. For example, an intervention intended to help clients 

understand the health benefits of exercise could be described in 

numerous ways, with varying levels of detail: “a motivational 

talk”, “educational information”, “a group workshop with a health 

trainer“, or the statement that “clients were provided with facts 

about exercise” – and so on. This makes it very difficult to 

compare the effectiveness of different methods of changing 

behaviour.  

 

You can find the report at  

https://www.grahamfeest.com/document-library-latest-uploads/ 
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INSIGHT INTO GREY FLEET 

 

A short and explicit piece of research by Fleet Management experts CLM is 

worth a read whatever size of grey fleet you may have whether that be 

vehicles you own or lease or employees using their own vehicles 

 

Some 12 billion business miles are said to be 

driven each year on Britain’s roads by 

employee-             owned or ‘grey fleet’ cars. 

There are estimated to be around 14 million 

in number and they cost employers more than 

£5.5bn a year in mileage claims and car 

allowances. 

 

They have been shown to be more polluting 

than new company-provided cars and present 

more duty of care concerns, as they are 

unlikely to be so frequently serviced or as 

well maintained as company vehicles. Now, a 

new study by independent fleet management 

specialist, CLM, reveals how aware businesses 

of differing sizes are of the issues relating to 

the ‘grey fleet‘ and how they approach them 

 

Grey fleet makes up a sizeable proportion of 

the UK’s business transportation but 

frequently this is with little visibility or 

control over the cost and significant risks. 

There are few other areas in any business 

which carry such a high tariff for failure - 

such as the potential for Corporate 

Manslaughter - yet are often without the 

formal processes required to mitigate this 

risk. This research showed that almost three 

quarters of organisations allow their 

employees to drive their own vehicle for 

business and it was reassuring to see that 

many have policies in place which begin to 

address the risk and expense of grey fleet. 

However, the report raises questions 

regarding the suitability of these checks, the 

robustness of their implementation and lack 

of alternatives. The conclusion drawn is that 

to take control of the situation, grey fleet 

may require a higher profile at a senior level 

within most organisations. 

 

The term ‘grey fleet’ describes the use of an 

employee’s own vehicle for business 

purposes. In return for using their own car, 

employees are reimbursed on a pence per 

mile basis. Most businesses use the HMRC’s 

Approved Mileage Allowance Payments 

(AMAPs) scheme which allows grey fleet 

drivers to claim 45p per mile for the first 

10,000 business miles they drive and 25p 

thereafter. 

You can find the report at  

https://www.grahamfeest.com/document-

library-latest-uploads/ 

 
 

VAN DRIVERS’ HANDBOOK 
 
To provide van drivers with a quick and easy reference guide to help them stay legally compliant, 
the Freight Transport Association (FTA) has published a new, fully-updated edition of its Van 
Drivers’ Handbook.   
 
The handbook is a guide to ensuring the safe, legal and efficient operation of vans and light 

commercial vehicles.  It contains practical advice and information and covers topics such as legal 

requirements, defensive driving, safe use of vehicles, drivers’ hours and records, driving licences 

and offences, speed limits and much more. 

 

The Handbook can be ordered from the FTA Shop at www.shop.fta.co.uk or by calling 03717 11 11 
11, quoting product code 4273.  FTA member price £6.75, non-member price £8.00, bulk discounts 

apply
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FINES FOR COMPANY CAR DRIVERS SHOW SHARP INCREASED

 

Businesses faced a sharp rise in motoring fines in 2016 as 

the number of penalties incurred by company car and van 

drivers rose 21% year-on-year, according to annual figures 

from Lex Autolease. The research, compiled from 353,000 

company vehicles in operation across the UK, revealed 

drivers racked up a £14 million bill last year, an increase 

of more than a quarter (26%) on 2015. The figure 

represents a steep rise from the £7m accrued in 2012. 

A clampdown on bus lane infringements and illegal 

parking by local government is largely behind the rise. 

The findings show the number of drivers caught by bus lane cameras rose by 27% with the value of 

the fines rising by more than a third (37%) over the period. The number of parking offences 

committed by company car drivers also increased, by more than a third (34%) in 2016. The cost for 

businesses rose by the same amount to £6m. 

In total, company drivers committed 40,647 more offences in 2016 than in 2015, bringing the 

overall figure to 238,833. 

 

TRANSPORTING WHEELCHAIR USERS IN TAXIS AND PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLES 

Taxi drivers now face a fine of up to £1,000 if they refuse to transport wheelchair users or attempt 

to charge them extra, in a change to the law. 

Taxi and private hire vehicle drivers will be obliged by law to: 

• transport wheelchair users in their wheelchair 

• provide passengers in wheelchairs with appropriate assistance  
• charge wheelchair users the same as non-wheelchair users 

The changes apply to England, Wales and 

Scotland affecting vehicles that are designated 

as wheelchair accessible and apply to both taxis 

and private hire vehicles. All taxis in London and 

a significant number in most major urban 

centres are wheelchair accessible. Drivers found 

to be discriminating against wheelchair users 

face fines of up to £1,000 as part of provisions 

being enacted from the Equality Act. Drivers 

may also face having their Taxi or Private Hire 

Vehicle (PHV) licence suspended or revoked by 

their licencing authority. Drivers unable to 

provide assistance for medical reasons will be able to apply to their licensing authority for an 

exemption from the new requirements. 

The new requirements complement those already in place to prevent discrimination against users 

of assistance dogs and underline the government’s wide-ranging commitment to supporting 

transport networks which work for everyone. 
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POINTS ON YOUR LICENCE AND INSURANCE 

Recent research conducted by RAC Insurance has found the nearly a quarter (23%) of motorists did 

not inform their insurer the last time they received penalty points on their licence,. 

As many as 2.8m drivers have points on their 

licences which means around 654,158 drivers 

may be putting themselves at risk of their 

insurance policy being declared invalid should 

their insurer discover the information they 

have on record is not true. 

The problem could, however, be far greater 

as 18% of those surveyed said they would not 

inform their insurer if they were to receive 

penalty points – this equates to nearly 7m of 

Britain’s 38.5m full driving licence holders.  

The RAC Insurance research also found that 

one in 10 (10%) of those surveyed claimed to 

know of someone who had incurred penalty 

points themselves and then got their partner 

to take them instead – an offence which was 

highlighted in the national media in 2013 

when former Lib Dem MP Chris Huhne was 

jailed for perverting the course of justice as a 

result of getting his ex-wife Vicky Pryce to 

take his penalty points which would have 

caused him to be banned from driving. 

Although motorists can be given penalty points for a variety of offences, speeding tends to be the 

one which leads to the most points being added to UK driving licences. This is no doubt due to the 

use of speed cameras, particularly as Government statistics for 2015 show that since 2010 there has 

been a 27% drop in the number of full-time roads policing officers in England and Wales from 5,338 

to 3,901 – or 1,437 fewer officers. 

Research carried out online among 2,076 members of the RAC Opinion Panel 

 

STATE OF OUR ROAD CONTINUES TO CAUSE CONCERN 

Fortunately we have had a comparatively dry winter but the RAC report that their patrols attended 

63% more pothole-related breakdowns in the first quarter of 2017 than they did over the same 

period in in 2016.  

In total the RAC dealt with more than 6,500 breakdown 

jobs between January and March 2017 that were likely to 

be attributable to poor road surfaces – such as broken 

suspension springs, damaged shock absorbers or distorted 

wheels. The last time so many pothole-related breakdowns 

were recorded was in the first quarter of 2015 when 

patrols were called out to nearly 6,900 such breakdowns. 

That quarter, however, saw both more frost days and 

rainfall than the equivalent period this year.  

The RAC is therefore surprised by the rise in the first quarter of 2017, as it was expecting to see a 

reduction in the overall number of pothole-related breakdowns. It is a major concern because it 

suggests the condition of the UK’s roads is balanced on a knife-edge and that it would only take one 

season of cold and wet weather to cause further damage, offsetting any recent improvements and 

making them worse than ever. 
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THE MOTORISTS VIEW 

The latest results and opinions of motorists from the AA Populas Poll provided the following 

responses to the latest issues on which they were asked for information and comment  

Used cars 

One in twenty (5%) panel members said they 

have never bought a used car. Of those who 

have ever bought a used car, reliability and 

safety (25%) is their most important 

consideration when shopping around for a 

used car. 

Breakdown hassles 

Two fifths (41%) say they have another car in 

the household so would be able to cope if 

their car broke down and needed to go to a 

garage for a few days. When asked to 

consider what they would prefer to do if 

their car broke down on a long journey to a 

destination away from home, two fifths (40%) 

said they would prefer for the breakdown 

recovery provider to take them the rest of 

the way there and they would arrange 

alternative transport home. Of those who 

have ever been made late or missed an 

appointment or event, the most common 

reason was bad traffic (76%). 

Motorway driving 

When respondents were asked which lane 

they would aim to travel in across various 

types of motorway, 85% said they would aim 

to travel in lane 1 on a three lane motorway 

with continuous hard shoulder. Only around 

six in ten would aim to drive in lane 1 on a 

four lane ‘smart’ motorway without a hard 

shoulder (62%) or a four lane ‘smart’ 

motorway with a hard shoulder that can be 

used as a running lane at peak times (61%). 

Pet hates 

When asked which behaviours of other 

drivers they found the most irritating the top 

‘pet hate’ was tail-gaiting with around a 

quarter (26%) claiming this is their biggest 

irritation when driving. This is closely 

followed by other drivers using a mobile 

phone (25%) and middle lane hogging (23%). 

Mobile phones 

Only 2% of respondents said they never see 

other drivers using hand-held mobile phones 

while driving. Around two in five (42%) said 

they see other drivers doing this on some 

journeys. 

Pothole repairs 

One in five (18%) said they thought all 

potholes should be repaired within 24 hours 

of a local authority becoming aware of them. 

Dash cams 

Around one in seven panel members (15%) 

own a dash-cam. Around half (52%) of 

respondents said they are interested in 

getting a dash-cam with 15% seriously 

considering buying one. 

 

There were 18,077 responses to the April survey between 26 April and 3 May 2017 

 

Traffic Safety Roads  

Graham Feest Consultancy 
68 The Boulevard, Worthing BN13 1LA 
01903 506095 |graham@grahamfeest.com 

www.grahamfeest.com 



12 

 

 

 

£5 AMAZON VOUCHER FOR COMPLETING NEW DRIVER SURVEY 

The Department of Psychology at Sheffield University is conducting a piece of research and is 

looking for people who have passed their practical driving test 

within the last 6 months and have driven a car or van within the 

last 2 weeks and it would be very useful if driver trainers could 

pass this information onto pupils to get involved who fall within 

the category.  

“The survey will ask about your driving. After being asked about some background information, you 

will be asked about your driving style, behaviours and attitudes towards driving (for example, how 

fast you drive, how you feel about driving, and what you think about other road users), and your 

personality. You can leave out any questions that you would prefer not to answer. All of the answers 

you give will be confidential and there will be no way to identify you when we report our results. 

When you have finished filling in the questionnaire your answers will be stored securely. The results 

from the study will be available to other researchers in the future but they will be anonymous. You 

are free to stop filling in the questionnaire at any point and do not have to give a reason. 

You will need to provide your email address if you would like to receive the £5 Amazon gift code for 

completing this survey. We will send your Amazon gift code within a few days of completing the 

survey, once we have checked that you have provided an eligible and genuine response. Your email 

address will be stored separately from the answers you provide. Email addresses will be deleted once 

this phase of the data collection is complete.”  

If you have any questions about the study, you can get in contact with the research team using the 

e-mail address:marianne.day@sheffield.ac.uk 

ALL SORTS 

The Motor Schools Association of GB (MSA) are promoting a number of interactive 

Seminars across the UK under the title of “ALL SORTS SEMINARS” relevant to Driver 

Trainers and will cover a range of current topics on the following dates 

Monday 26th June – Exeter  Monday 10th July - Edinburgh 

Monday 14th August – Cambridge Monday 11th September - Manchester  

Price includes refreshments and light lunch - £99.00 (MSAGB Members £79.00)   

Topics to be covered include 

New driving test; Driving licence security; Client centred learning; Risk management; Teaching & 

learning methods, Customer service; Selling in the car; National standards for driver and rider 

training; HMRC e-learning materials; Learners on motorways; standard check preparation; 

Understanding the DL25; The GDE matrix; Use of mobile phones & tablets; Telephone answering 

techniques; National standards for driving cars & light vans. 

To book your place call 0161 429 9669 

More details at http://www.msagb.com/allsorts/sv-allsorts-training.asp 
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THE WALKING CHALLENGE 

The people of Scotland are being challenged to leave the car at home every Wednesday as part of a 

new campaign. The 'Walk Day Wednesday' challenge. Focusing on long-term behaviour change, 

Transport Scotland says the campaign will look to inspire people who are travelling less than two 

miles to walk. In doing so, it is looking to create better health and safer travel, cut carbon 

emissions and deliver more pleasant communities. 

2015 ANALYSIS OF MOTORCYCLE COLLISIONS 

New analysis of Government data has shown 

that motorcyclists aged 25 years are most at 

risk of being involved in a collision. An 

analysis of motorcycle casualties based on the 

2015 data and conducted by Swinton 

Insurance in partnership with IAM RoadSmart, 

shows that male bikers were involved in 93% 

of collisions. They are most likely to have 

happen in daylight, travelling in a 30mph 

zone with dry road conditions. In all 79% of 

collisions were found to have occurred on A- 

Roads compared to just 21% on other routes. 

More collisions also occurred in urban areas. 

In terms of bike size 44% of collisions 

happened on bikes with an engine size of 50-

125cc, whereas 9% involved a bike with an 

engine size of 50cc. The analysis names the 

10 roads across Britain which present the 

highest risk for motorcyclists, with the A23 in 

Lambeth, London topping the list. 118 

accidents involving motorcycles happened on 

these 10 roads during 2015. 

MORE ROAD SAFETY EDUCATION NEEDED 

A road safety campaign group is calling for 

more road safety education on the back of 

new statistics which show road traffic to be 

the biggest killer of teenagers globally. The 

Birmingham-based DriveSafe & StaySafe 

wants to see road safety education as part of 

the UK national curriculum, and is calling for 

more Government-led intervention to remind 

families of the dangers on the roads and the 

need for drivers to be more careful and 

conscious of children and young people. This 

follows the World Health Organisation (WHO) 

which revealed that road collisions accounted 

for 10% (120,000) of the 1.2m deaths among 

10-19 year-olds during 2015. In the UK road 

collisions accounted for 145 deaths and 3,166 

serious injuries across the same age range 

and time period.  

SAFER CITIES TO BE A PEDESTRIAN 

Living Streets, the UK charity for everyday walking, has surveyed over 2,000 people living in the 

UK’s 10 largest cities, to find the most walkable city. It was found that a fifth (20%) of all people 

surveyed would definitely walk more if it were safer and easier, and over three-quarters (78%) are 

in favour of more measures to encourage walking in their city. Delving deeper into why people 

might feel nervous about walking in their city, the survey found that motor traffic was a big 

contributor, causing a quarter of people nationwide (24%) to feel unsafe on their streets. Over a 

third (38%) of stated that their pavements are poorly maintained and cluttered. The Scottish 

capital Edinburgh scored highest in all areas but one, slipping to second for how easy it is to walk to 

local shops and services. Sheffield and London completed the top three, followed by Liverpool (4), 

Glasgow (5), Bristol (6), Manchester (7), Leeds (8), Birmingham (9) and Bradford (10). Most cities 

scored well on access to local parks and green spaces on foot, an average of 54% of people saying 

they were easy to get to; this was even higher for Edinburgh residents at 67%. And over two thirds 

of people found it easy or very easy to walk to local shops. 
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FURTHER DETAILS AND EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT ARRANGEMENTS GO TO 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/upcoming-events/ 
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